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Message From The Chair 

Walkathon Fundraiser a Success 

It’s been a great summer for AMEF and we’re making strides! We had our first walkathon on 

June 14, 2014 in the quaint summer village of Gull Lake, Alberta, with the AMEF Board and 

staff members participating over a distance of 3 km.  We were proud to have raised over 

$3500.00 to help fund our music education programs and services that help communities and 

kids throughout Alberta. 

Volunteers Made it Happen - AMEF Casino Fundraiser 

On August 7 and 8, twenty four dedicated volunteers donated their valuable time to AMEF by working at our 

AMEF Casino Fundraiser in Calgary. They filled 38 positions from 11:00am to 4:00am over both days!  This 

was a critical fundraiser for AMEF and it couldn’t have been done without our amazing volunteers. We also 

thank the Deerfoot Inn and Casino and our patient supervisors! THANK YOU!!! 

New Partners in AMEF’s Keyboards for Kids Program 

This summer, we welcomed the St. Patrick’s Community School in Red Deer and Smith Music in Morinville    

as its newest partners to the AMEF’s Keyboard for Kids Program.  Both will be launching the program and    

enrolling its first students this September. 

Music Conference Alberta, October 23-25, 2014 

As co-producers of Music Conference Alberta (MCA), we’ve had a busy summer planning and preparing for 

this much - anticipated event that will feature Keynote Speaker, Ben Heppner!  Edmonton will play host to 

MCA October 23 - 25 at the elegant Westin Hotel. Along with a Gala Concert that will feature the next         

generation of outstanding Alberta student musicians at The Winspear Centre, the conference will include       

sessions and masterclasses designed for studio instructors, elementary music teachers, choral conductors and 

band directors.  

Be sure to check out the new MCA website and register online at:  http://musicconferenceab.ca 

Early Bird Registration closes on October 7, 2014. Online Registration closes on October 21, 2014. 

 

AMEF Annual General Meeting Saturday, October 25 

We would like to invite you to our Annual General Meeting on Saturday, October 25, 2014 at 8:00am in the  

Athabasca Room at The Westin Hotel during Music Conference Alberta.  Refreshments will be served.           

Attending this meeting is an excellent way to keep abreast of AMEF’s activities and to reconnect with friends 

and colleagues during the conference. 
 

Your Valued Membership  

Our members help make it possible to provide quality music education programs and learning opportunities for 

children and young people in underserved and rural communities throughout Alberta.  We thank you for voicing 

your support of the AMEF community. And I look forward to seeing you at Music Conference Alberta in       

October! 

AMEF Board Chair 

Maura Sharkey-Pryma 



Featured Presenters & Sessions for 2014 
 

 

Bruce Vogt (ARMTA) 
-Lecture- Our Schubert:  

the special intimacy of the music of Franz Schubert 

-Piano Masterclass 

 

 

 

 

Michael Massey (ARMTA) 
-The Clementi Sonatinas as “Little Concerti”- Part 1 & 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Michele Wheatley-Brown  (AMEF) 
-What Every Musician Needs to Know about the Body 

 

 

 

 

 

Ben Heppner  (NATS) 
-Vocal Masterclass  

 

 

 

 

 

Rhona-Mae Arca  (AMEF) 
-From Zero Tech to High Tech: Tricks to Get Started 

-From Zero Tech to High Tech: Social Networking, Websites  

& Studio Operations 

 

 



Featured Presenters & Sessions for 2014 
 

 

David Shefsiek  (AMEF) 
-Triple Threats, Boy Bands, and Coloraturas:  

Finding Common Ground Through a Standard Vocal Technique part 1 & 2 

 

 

 

 

Maura Sharkey-Pryma (AMEF) 
-Studio Secrets Panel Discussion Series-Teaching Strategies 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Timothy Anderson (AMEF) 
-Poster Paper Presentations 

  

 

 

 

 

Glory St. Germain (AMEF) 
Ultimate Theory Information session 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Guillaume Tardiff (ASA) 
Engaged Teaching: playing with, or the art of the string duet in the lesson 



SOLO ARTISTS: 

ENSEMBLES: 

ALBERTA YOUTH CHOIR 

Guest Conductor: 

DR. ROLLO DILWORTH 

Accompanist: 

MATTHEW WALTON AYC Conducting Apprentice: 

BRITTANY MIELNICHUK 

ALBERTA HONOUR BAND 

International Guest Conductor: 

JONATHAN DAGENAIS 

CANDACE CHU 
AMEF Scholarship Award 

recipient for performance and 

community service 2013-14 

RACHEL GOLDENBERG 
2014 Intermountain Regional winner 

National Association of  Teachers of 

Singing 

CAMILLE ROGERS 
2014 Winner of the Provincial 

National Voice category,     

Alberta Music Festival 





AMEF Board of Directors 2013-14 

 
Maura Sharkey-Pryma Chair 

Robert George   Vice Chair 

Cara Brown   Past Chair 

John Reid    Treasurer 

Sandra Meredith  Secretary 

Christine Ernst   Director 

Timothy Anderson  Director 

Dina Dipanfilo   Director 

 

Check out our website at 

www.amef.ca for full bios 

and  information on our  

Executive Board 

THANK YOU! 

 

To all of our valued        

members, supporters, family 

& friends, who gave of their 

time to support AMEF and 

work with us at our casino 

fundraiser, held at the     

Deerfoot Casino in Calgary. 

You are truly the best! 

2014 CASINO VOLUNTEERS: 

 

Maura Sharkey-Pryma   Ray Pryma 

Cara Brown      Andrea Robillard 

Christine Ernst     Cathy McGillivray 

Angelique Hand     Rob Sallows 

Marilyn Nasserden    Greg Wylie 

Judy McIntyre     Joel Windsor 

Bonnie Lawrence    Mark Raffan 

Anna Jaimics     Roy Jaivis 

Nina Nikitiuk     Irene Navos 

Doug Zacharias     Myron Jost 

Melrose Randell     Bev Randell 

Carol Dam      Dorothy Debiche 



AMEF would like to welcome St. Patrick’s  

Community School in Red Deer and Smith    

Music in Morinville, to the list of our program 

providers.  
 

St. Patrick’s will be hosting their Keyboards for 

Kids program starting this fall with Ms. Heather 

Standish teaching the sessions. Heather is also    

a certified instructor in the Music for Young  

Children Program and will be using teaching  

materials from MYC in her instruction. 
 

We would also like to thank Olivia Riddell and 

MYC for partnering with AMEF in this addition 

to our Keyboards for Kids program. We are look-

ing forward to  a future of  continued growth and 

endless possibilities. 
 

Smith Music in Morinville will also be hosting a 

new Keyboards for Kids program starting this 

fall. Paul Smith will be overseeing this program 

and is excited to share it within his community. 

Paul has been working with AMEF the past few 

years with marketing and fundraising activities 

and we thank him for his continued support. 



We provide the best quality music education to young children by blending 
the pleasure and the joy of music making with sound instruction. 

 
For more information and to find a teacher near you go to: 

Www.myc.com 
 

Check us out on:  
 

24,000 students 
 
32 years and 3 continents 

 

More than 900 teachers 



 

Thank you to all 

who donated funds 

to our Walk a Thon- 

it was a great       

success! 

AMEF Board and 

Staff members raised 

over 

$3500.00 






