
Join us at the Westin Hotel and  

Conference Centre for  

Music Conference Alberta,  

October 23-25, 2014 

New 
Conference Venue 

2014 

  

Collaborating Organization for 2014 
 

The National Association of Teachers of Singing NATS 

The Alberta Registered Teacher’s Association ARMTA 

The Alberta Strings Association ASA 

The Alberta Kodaly Association AKA 

The Alberta Guild of English Handbell Ringers AGEHR 
 



As I reflect on my new position as Chair, I can confidently say these are     

exciting and busy times for the Alberta Music Education Foundation (AMEF)! 

 

The excitement begins with our upcoming Music Conference Alberta (MCA) 

October 23-25, 2014 at The Westin Hotel in Edmonton.  After numerous  

committee meetings with our fellow co-producers, Alberta Choral Federation 

and Alberta Band Association, we are very pleased to present this year’s 

MCA Keynote Presenter - internationally renowned operatic tenor, Ben Heppner!  Mr. Heppner 

will share the mastery of his skills in a vocal masterclass during the conference.  He will also 

grace us with a performance along with the Alberta Youth Choir and the Alberta Honour Band 

at the MCA Gala Concert at The Winspear Centre - an event that is not to be missed.   

  

The excitement continues as AMEF welcomes our newest collaborators to the MCA: the      

Calgary and Edmonton Chapters of the National Association of Teachers of Singing (NATS).  

Along with our current collaborators, the Alberta Registered Music Teachers’ Association 

(ARMTA) and the Alberta Strings Association (ASA), we will be offering innovative and 

enlightening sessions to the MCA for all of Alberta’s music teachers. 

 

We are also delighted to announce that, because of AMEF’s diligence to innovation, the MCA 

is expanding its social media presence with a new, official MCA website 

(www.musicconferenceab.ca), in addition to its Facebook page  (www.facebook.com/

MusicConferenceAlberta) and on Twitter (twitter.com/MusConferenceAB).  Be sure to stay 

connected with the latest MCA updates! 

 

Even though the excitement and dedication to the MCA is an important aspect of our work in 

AMEF, we will never ease our commitment to providing our music education programs to the 

community. In 2013, we unveiled our newest program, the AMEF Student Recognition 

Awards, and the response was an overwhelming success. We are very proud to offer, once 

again, this most prestigious and worthy honor to those deserving Alberta music students.  As 

many already know, music students from ages 10 to 19 apply in the categories of either “Music 

Performance” or “Community Service” at a chance to win an award of $1000 towards their   

advancement in their music education.  Students can view the requirements and Youtube video 

guidelines by applying directly to our online application at www.amef.ca/

student_recognition_awards.php.  Please encourage students in your community to participate.  

The deadline is March 31. 

 

AMEF is very pleased to announce and warmly welcome our new Vice Chair, Robert George. 

Mr. George has been serving on the AMEF board since 2011, and we look forward to benefit-

ing from his invaluable guidance, expertise and support as AMEF continues to grow and move 

forward. 

 

As evident in our past year and as we move ahead into 2014, AMEF is continuing to progress 

and thrive.  Our organization has procured significant talents to MCA, attracted new and       

dynamic relationships with other leading music education advocates, brought attention to the 

advancement our successful programs and expanded to include individuals who will guide and 

support the Foundation’s vision - to provide and support opportunities for music education and 

appreciation for Albertans. 

http://www.musicconferenceab.ca
https://www.facebook.com/MusicConferenceAlberta
https://www.facebook.com/MusicConferenceAlberta
https://twitter.com/MusConferenceAB
http://www.amef.ca/student_recognition_awards.php
http://www.amef.ca/student_recognition_awards.php


 

 

http://instrumentalsociety.ca/ 

Additional Upcoming Event 
 

FOR JANICE, WITH LOVE 

Aubade 

April 6th, 2014 3 pm 

LIVESTOCK ONLINE EPISODE 3: MARK MILLS / HELLO MOTH 

Event Date: Mar 06, 2014 

You're invited to the filming of Episode 3:  

LIVESTOCK ONLINE at Naked Cafe, THURSDAY MARCH 6th at 4:30pm 

SLED ISLAND MUSIC AND ARTS FESTIVAL SUBMISSION DEADLINE 

Event Date: Mar 07, 2014 

Last day to apply for a chance to play Sled Island in Calgary! 11:59 PM MST. 

MIXING WORKSHOP WITH JACK JOSEPH PUIG 

Event Date: Mar 08, 2014 

A mixing workshop with a Grammy Award-winning music engineer and producer 
 

For more information on these and future events go to 

Www.albertamusic.org 

Alberta Music Events 

http://www.albertamusic.org/events/livestock-online-episode-3-mark-mills-hello-moth
http://www.albertamusic.org/events/sled-island-music-and-arts-festival-submission-deadline
http://www.albertamusic.org/events/mixing-workshop-with-jack-joseph-puig


The AMEF Student Recognition Awards Program 

Submission Deadline March 31, 2014 
 

Recognizing and assisting deserving Alberta music students for music              

performance excellence, and for utilizing their musical talents through active   

volunteer community service. 

 

Applicants compete in either two categories: 

 

1. Music Performance 

2. Community Service 

 

Applicants compete in either categories that showcase their skills both within   

and outside the music curriculum using video media. Each award is $1000.00 in 

the form of an AMEF gift certificate, which is to be spent towards either music 

lessons, music school tuition or for music equipment and /or music books from 

Long & McQuade Musical Instruments. 

 

Only one award per person, per year will be awarded in each category. 

This competition is entirely comprised of video entries posted on YouTube. 

Application deadline: March 31, 2014. Complete videos must be submitted on 

Youtube by the deadline. New online application forms will be available next 

week. For more information go to www.amef.ca. 

 

2013 Award recipients: 

 

Music Performance– Candace Chu from Edmonton, AB 

 

 

 

 

Community Service- 

 Rebecca Epp from Lacombe, AB 

 



Hello up there! We follow AMEF on twitter and we love your mission. We wanted to share our 

site/initiative FreeMusicBook.com - our mission strives to place a free music book in the hands 

of every person who wishes to discover, learn and play music. I would love for you to share it 

on your site and with those people who might benefit most from great online music learning 

material. 

We’re hoping that music publishers, music companies, bands, musicians, music educators 

and organizations like yours will help by promoting this initiative along with us.  

 
 
    Www.parkinsonalberta.ca 
 
 

Parkinson disease is a progressive neurodegenerative brain disorder for which there is no known cause 
or cure.  Parkinson disease is characterized by both motor and non-motor symptoms; with one of the 
non-motor symptoms being deterioration of the voice. 
 
People with Parkinson disease (PWP) and their care partners are offered the singing program as a way 
to strengthen the voice and gather socially in a fun and productive way.  In 2013 the PD & Singing pro-
gram saw attendance expand to include people from outside the city of Edmonton (St. Albert, Sher-
wood Park, and Onoway).    
 
We continued to work with Dr. Merrill Tanner to ensure that the group is receiving the proper instruc-
tion on a weekly basis.  Furthermore, Merrill has brought the next generation in – with students learn-
ing how to conduct and lead classes – which will ultimately benefit more Parkinson clients in the fu-
ture. 
 
This program has also given the group the confidence to perform in public situations; including holiday 
caroling, a concert at a local church, and future plans to perform at the 6th annual Hope Conference for 
Parkinson’s.  Additionally a few of our group members performed as part of a larger international choir 
at the 3rd World Congress for Parkinson’s held in Montreal this past October. 
 
The grant we received from the Alberta Music Education Foundation (AMEF) enabled us to purchase 
much needed music stands (our clients have a hard time turning through the pages while balancing 
their music pages) and binders to hold said music to make it easier to turn from page to page.  It also 
helped to cover the cost of the instructor and pianist. 
 
We would like to thank AMEF once again for supporting this popular and valuable program.  

http://www.freemusicbook.com/


Music Monday – May 5th 2014  

 

Join Canadians from every region of the country to emphasize the importance  

of music education as Music Monday turns 10!  

Let’s take a stand in our communities and perform the same song on the same day,  

at the same time, uniting the entire country in song. 

 

The live webcast will focus on special events in 10 cities across Canada, representing music  

education from each region. This live showcase will include performances by school groups  

and local musicians, to messages from prominent Canadian musicians, politicians and leaders,  

and inspiration and encouragement from local youth, parents and industry advocates. 

REGISTER NOW FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN AN OPPORTUNITY TO  

SKYPE WITH CHRIS HADFIELD! 

Register before Thursday April 3, 2014 and you could win an opportunity to Skype with  

astronaut and Champion for Music Chris Hadfield and a chance to be part of the live  

national webcast on Music Monday, May 5
th
 2014! 

Winner(s) will be selected in a random draw on Friday April 4, 2014. 

On Monday, May 5th Music Monday celebrates its 10th anniversary with a live webcastlinking si-

multaneous events across the country; ending with synchronized nationwide performances of I.S.S. (Is 

Somebody Singing) with former Canadian Space Agency AstronautChris Hadfield, led by  Maestro 

Bramwell Tovey of the Vancouver Symphony Orchestra. 

Www.musicmonday.ca 

Www.musicmakesus.ca 

http://www.musicmonday.ca/register/
http://musicmakesus.ca/celebrate/champions-for-education/
http://chrishadfield.ca/
http://www.bramwelltovey.com/
http://www.bramwelltovey.com/


AMEF Board of Directors 2013-14 

 
Maura Sharkey-Pryma Chair 

Robert George   Vice Chair 

Cara Brown   Past Chair 

John Reid    Treasurer 

Sandra Meredith  Secretary 

Christine Ernst   Director 

Timothy Anderson  Director 

Dina Dipanfilo   Director 

 

Check out our website at 

www.amef.ca for full bios 

and  information on our  

Executive Board 

AMEF Member Submission 

 

From My Side of the Desk 
 

As I pack up my half-eaten lunch, I can hear strains of Beethoven, French folk 

songs, minor modes and even O Canada emanating from my classroom. I trudge 

down the hall, wondering how I managed to eliminate all of my down time for 

the last two months. My pink fluorescent bin of wool and ribbon is still tipped 

over on my desk from the last round of “belt” tests. Lined up behind the hon-

ourary purple music stand are approximately 20 boys and girls of all makes and 

models, waiting for their turn for their next “belt” level. 

 

A requirement of Alberta Education classroom music curriculum (try to say that 

five times in a row) is to teach these impressionable young minds to play a vari-

ety of instruments. I choose the recorder, primarily because I can manage to play 

it! By pirating an idea of  “belts”, I’ve created 100 wanna be musicians over-

blowing into their $4 recorder with as much enthusiasm as if they were perform-

ing onstage with the Arrogant Worms. Every recess (15 minutes in the morning 

and 30 minutes at lunch) I have droves of students wanting to show me their ex-

pertise in recorder playing. 

 

So as I eyeball a length of wool to tie around a tenor recorder (which is about 75 

cm long, so needs more wool than the soprano) I smile encouragingly at the next 

10 year old boy rockin’ out on “Hush Little Baby” and dutifully hand over his 

blue belt. 

 

Submitted by Moira Milne 

 

**Moira Milne is an elementary classroom music teacher and mother of 4 and is 

thrilled to have a school full of aspiring musicians. 




