
 

MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR  

 

What a fabulous and promising time of year this is!  I would like to thank all of our      

volunteers, members and supporters for your ongoing contributions to AMEF.  When you 

make a statement with your time and financial contributions that you support the goals and 

purpose of this organization, it makes the work even more enjoyable and gratifying.  

Thank you for taking ownership in music education in your communities! 

 

This is a particularly strong time for AMEF.  Here are some of the ways we are building: 

 

-We have a strong Board of Directors, committed to fine tuning our work and moving forward with vision; 

-AMEF has a consistent presence on social media, which is getting stronger every day; 

-Music Conference Alberta 2013 planning is almost complete, with a list of fabulous clinicians from across 

North America being announced in mid-June; 

-AMEF is collaborating with Alberta Registered Music Teachers Association as they sponsor sessions and      

clinicians; 

-The winners of the first edition of our Student Recognition Awards were announced. This program showed such 

strength in the first year that we’re excited to see how that will grow; 

-Both the Strings for Kids and Keyboards for Kids programs are gaining momentum, with Bentley and Fort 

McMurray school boards and volunteers beginning this fall. 

 

As you can see, it’s a busy and productive time for AMEF.   Music educators continue to make a positive impact 

on the lives of people we support and connect with.  Thank you, and have a wonderful summer. 

 

Yours in music, 

Cara Brown 



Aspiring Music Students Shine  

with AMEF’s 2013 Student Recognition Awards 
AMEF’s inaugural program recognizes top emerging musical talent in  

Music Performance and Community Service 

 

Submitted by Maura Sharkey-Pryma, Vice Chair 

 

 

This year we were excited to launch our newest program, The AMEF Student Recognition Awards 

and we were overwhelmed with the enthusiastic response  - receiving a of 42 total  submissions from 

across Alberta!  

 

We were very impressed with the diversity of all the applicants.  Student musicians ages 11 to 19 

competed in either the Music Performance or Community Service categories, showcasing their skills 

using video media on YouTube.  

 

Pianist, Candace Chu from Edmonton was the winner in the category of Music Performance.   

Violinist, Rebecca Epp from Lacombe won in the category of Community Service.  Each receives 

an award of $1,000 in the form of an AMEF gift certificate which is to be redeemed towards either 

music lessons, music school tuition or for music equipment and /or music books from Long & 

McQuade Musical Instruments.  

 

Honourable mentions were presented to clarinetist, Josh Iverson of Wainwright, in Music           

Performance and to violinist, Hannah Mortensen from Calgary, in Community Service. 

 

The videos and applications were reviewed by an independent panel of esteemed judges in a series of 

evaluations which resulted in the top five and ultimately the winners of the competition. Videos of the 

top applicants in both the performance and community service categories were posted on the AMEF 

website allowing the public to vote for their favourite in “The People’s Choice” poll.   

 

We were particularly amazed with the public’s response to the videos, receiving a total of 603 votes!  

“The People’s Choice” video winners were Candace Chu and Rebecca Epp, respectively. 

 

Our province is full of gifted, young musical talent. We at AMEF seek to recognize and assist         

deserving Alberta students for music performance excellence, and those who utilize their musical  

talents through volunteer community service. We wholeheartedly thank our supporters and the public 

for recognizing the value of music education in Alberta and we look forward to the AMEF Student 

Recognition Awards 2014! 

 

We sincerely thank and genuinely acknowledge every one of our judges who assessed the applications 

and videos.   

 

We would like to introduce them to you through this newsletter and encourage you to check out their 

respective websites and links; 

 



Student Recognition Awards—Judges 

 

Michael Massey was born in England and emigrated to Canada in 1957. His early piano studies 

with Jean-Pierre Vetter Edmonton were the prime influence in his development as a  musician. Later 

studies at the University of Alberta earned him a Bachelor of Music degree and the gold medal in   

piano performance of the Western Board of Music. Following his graduation he spent two years 

studying at the Geneva Conservatory where he was unanimously awarded the "Premier Prix de      

Virtuosité" and performed as soloist with L'Orchestre de la Suisse Romande. 

Mr. Massey's activities as a musician are many and varied. He has performed as a soloist and chamber 

musician throughout Canada, England and Scotland and has performed on numerous occasions on 

CBC radio and television. 

As an accompanist he is particularly renowned for having worked with many major performing artists 

from Canada and abroad. He recently gave a course in conducting at the University of Alberta where 

he has had a long association as a coach (vocal and chamber music) and accompanist. Mr. Massey is 

currently part of the collaborative pianist team for the Music and Sound summer programme at the 

Banff Centre for the Arts where he coaches, conducts and 

accompanies young instrumentalists from around the world. 

Mr. Massey has appeared frequently as soloist with the   

Edmonton Symphony Orchestra, and has also been its    

orchestral pianist for over twenty-five years. He is active as a 

piano teacher and his students have received local and    

national awards and international acclaim. 

As a conductor, he has been deeply influenced by his    

studies in England in 1984 with the renowned pedagogue, 

George Hurst. 

Since 1977, he has been Music Director of the Edmonton 

Youth Orchestra programme. In 1978 he started the Intermediate Orchestra which continues to       

provide orchestral experience for younger players before moving to the Senior Orchestra. 

In 1980 Mr. Massey started the Northern Alberta Concerto Competition where such artists as Michael 

Rose, Amanda Forsyth, Jens Lindemann and Angela Cheng performed their first concertos with the 

EYO. This competition continues to provide valuable performing experience for young soloists. 

In the following years Mr. Massey took the EYO on tour to Los Angeles, Australia, Austria, Great 

Britain, Ontario, Quebec and Northern Alberta. The Alumni of the EYO are found in almost every 

professional Canadian Orchestra and such renowned groups as The Canadian Brass, The St. Lawrence 

Quartet, The Philadelphia Orchestra and the Boston Symphony. Under his leadership it has also     

produced a whole generation of educated and enthusiastic listeners. The EYO has also produced five 

compact discs displaying a wide variety of repertoire. 

In 1988 and 1996 Mr. Massey wrote and published The Canadian Repertoire Manual, a source book 

and analysis of Canadian music suitable for youth orchestras in order to encourage the performance of 

Canadian music by youth orchestras throughout Canada. 

Mr. Massey appears as guest conductor locally and abroad having worked with the Edmonton      

Symphony Orchestra, the Calgary Philharmonic Orchestra, the Philharmonia Orchestra and the    

Scottish National Orchestra. In 1988 Mr. Mass was invited to conduct and play in the Hoffnung Music 

Festival concerts with the prestigious Philharmonia Orchestra of London. This event was recorded on 

the Decca label. 

In 2002, for his contribution to the cultural life of the city, Mr. Massey was inducted into the Edmon-

ton Cultural Hall of Fame as an Artist–Builder and also received the Queen's Golden Jubilee Medal. 

 

http://www.eyso.com/Michael%20Massey.htm  

http://www.eyso.com/Michael%20Massey.htm


Anna Beaumont An accomplished jazz and pop singer for over 20 years, Anna’s perform-

ances have taken her as far away as China, Germany, Finland, Britain, and the United States, in 

addition to her countless performances in Canada. Mary Wilson of the Supremes, with whom 

Anna spent much time touring and performing in the musical 

“Beehive”, says “She sings like a bird, soaring high and an-

gelic...truly one of the great voices of this decade.” 

Anna’s recording journey began in 1992 after winning 96K-Lite’s 

Star Trax competition and releasing Rise Above, followed by her 

first full-length CD of original material, Promise My Heart, in 

2000. In the past year, Anna was the feature performer at the 

World Kindness Concert in Vancouver and at the opening VIP 

gala for Deepak Chopra’s presentation in Edmonton. She also 

wrote and recorded the songs and music for her fourth CD, The 

Doorway. 

Anna’s other passion is teaching her Express Yourself classes; 

workshops in finding freedom and release through singing.      

Students benefit from her many years of voice training and her experience as an Integrative 

Body Psychotherapist. Anna builds bridges and opens doorways for people to enter their deep      

emotional realms to discover and express their creativity. In 1995, she was invited to head the 

Vocal Diploma Program at Red Deer College, a position she held for three years. In 2000 Anna 

began a study in Integrative Body Psychotherapy (IBP), which would color her teaching and her 

life for years to come. IBP is a study of mind-body psychotherapy, which enables people to 

connect to their core self and to their energetic and emotional body.  

 

Www.annabeaumont.com 

 

 

Roger Admiral B.Mus. (Western); M.Mus., D.Mus. (Alberta)  

Canadian pianist Roger Admiral performs solo and chamber music repertoire spanning the     

18th through the 21st century. Known for his dedication to                                                           

contemporary music, Roger has commissioned and premiered many 

new compositions. Roger is also a member of Duo Kovalis with 

Montreal percussionist Philip Hornsey. 

Recent performances include the complete piano music of Iannis 

Xenakis for Vancouver New Music, solo recitals of Canadian music in 

Hungary, a recital with baritone Nathan Berg at Lincoln Center, with 

violinist Guillaume Tardif at Carnegie Hall, and a concerto with     

Toronto’s New Music Concerts conducted by Robert Aitken.          

Upcoming recitals include recent music of Robert HP Platz, Gyula 

Csapo, Anna Hostman, Paul Steenhuisen and Howard Bashaw. 

Roger’s main teachers were Virginia Blaha, Peter Smith, Arthur Rowe 

and Helmut Brauss. Roger also studied Lied-duo with Charles Spencer and Paul Schilawsky at 

the Mozarteum in Salzburg. 

 

Www.rogeradmiral.com 



Carrie Kalmykov obtained her Bachelor of Music degree from Brandon University in 

Manitoba with a focus on piano pedagogy. She studied Suzuki piano pedagogy at Mount Royal 

College in Calgary. 

Carrie’s passion and love for music is apparent in her teaching. Her  

primary goal is to cultivate a lifelong enjoyment of music for all.     

Carrie’s students achieve high marks in music examinations and       

frequently win festival scholarships and awards; some have gone on to 

pursue music as a career.  

Carrie is an Alberta Registered Music Teacher. She is President of 

Cowtown Opera Company, past Chairperson of Calgary Contemporary 

Showcase and is an active member of the Alberta Piano Teachers’    

Association. One of the benefits Carrie enjoys of being Executive     

Director of Chinook School of Music is the opportunity to meet the 

wonderful students and families and follow their musical growth. 

 

www.chinookschoolofmusic.com       www.cowtownoperacompany.com  

 

Peter Ellis started violin when he was five years old, and went to boarding school as a choir-

boy at Christ Church Cathedral, Oxford, when he was seven. A music scholarship to Radley 

College enabled him to continue in the boarding school system, and since the school had its 

own chapel, he was able to start studying organ. Peter received his MA (Music) from          

Cambridge University in the UK. He also received his ARCM in violin teaching from the Royal 

College of Music in London. Post graduate study was done with the following: 

• Frederick Grinke, Professor of violin, Royal Academy of Music  

• Hugh Maguire, Concertmaster, BBC Symphony Orchestra  

• Emanuel Hurwitz, Aeolian String Quartet  

• Linda Case, Suzuki String Program, Calgary 

• Paul Makanowitzky, Professor of violin, Ann Arbor 

• Ivan Galamian, Julliard School of Music 

Peter came to Canada in 1969, and has taught strings in the 

following places: 

• Charlottetown City Schools, Charlottetown, PEI 

• University of PEI 

• Grande Prairie Regional College, AB 

• School District #57, Prince George, BC 

• Prince George Music school 

• Keyano College, Fort McMurray, AB 

Chamber music and solo performances have been constant 

features in Peter’s musical life, and he was concertmaster of the PEI Symphony Orchestra, 

Grande Prairie Symphony Orchestra, and Prince George Symphony Orchestra. Peter has held 

regular positions as a church organist in Charlottetown, Grande Prairie, Prince George, and Fort 

McMurray, where he currently plays at All Saints’ Anglican Church. As well as teaching at  

Keyano College, Peter also taught at the Keyano Conservatory since its inception in 1990.     

Peter is excited about joining Uptown! Music & Dance at the Suncor Energy Centre for the  

Performing Arts, based at Holy Trinity High School. 

 



William van der Sloot has established a reputation as a leader in the development of young 

artists. His students have won international acclaim, having won prizes in many major national 

and international competitions, including Grand Prizes at the Canadian National Festival, the 

Canadian Music Competition, The Alberta Provincial Music Festival, the Montreal Symphony 

Standard Life Competition, Klein Competition (San Francisco), and prizes at the ASTA      

Competition (USA), the Michael Hill International Violin Competition (New Zealand),       

Concertino Praha (Prague), the Menuhin International Violin Competition, the Montreal       

International Competition, and the Tchaikovsky Competition (Moscow). His students are heard 

on concert stages throughout Canada and abroad. They have 

performed often as guest soloists with many of Canada’s major 

symphony orchestras. He is in demand as a guest clinician and 

judge at music schools and competitions in North America, 

China, and Europe. Mr. van der Sloot has given many master-

classes for major music organizations in Canada, the United 

States, Germany, Russia, Poland, Serbia, and China. He is a 

regular guest artist at the Central Conservatory (Beijing), the 

San Francisco Conservatory, Northwestern University 

(Chicago) and the Medicine Hat College Conservatory. He  

will again be a faculty member at Mount Royal College’s     

international Morningside Music Bridge program this summer, 

and is co-artistic director of the Valhalla Summer School of 

Music in Silverton, BC. Invitations for this season include The 

San Francisco Conservatory of Music, the Meadowmount Summer School of Music (NY), the 

Central Conservatory (Beijing), The Chopin University (Warsaw), Escuela Superior de Musica 

de Catalunya in Barcelona, as well as invitations to the jury of the Hong Kong International 

Violin Competition, the Johannes Brahms International Chamber Music Competition, and the 

Wieniawski Competition. 

 

William van der Sloot began his violin studies at the age of seven. His principal teachers       

include Mary Shortt, Dr. Lise B. Elson, and Gerardo Ribeiro. He also worked in extensive   

masterclass seminars with Max Rostal, Tibor Varga, Yehudi Menhuin, Joseph Gingold, and 

members of the Juilliard, Hungarian, and Alban Berg String Quartets. 

 

As a former violinist of the Villa Marteau Quintet (artist in residence at the Haus Marteau in 

Germany), he has toured extensively in Eastern and Western Europe and North America and 

has recorded for German, American, and Canadian National radio. Before moving to Calgary to 

teach at Mount Royal, he was instrumental in the development of the Conservatory at Medicine 

Hat College and its program for gifted youth. Mr. van der Sloot is presently Manager of The 

Academy for Gifted Youth, Choral Programs, and is the distinguished instructor of violin at 

Mount Royal University, Calgary. 



 

Pastor Greg Rathjen and his wife Janet have been married for 40 years and have 2 

sons, 1 daughter-in-law, and 2 beautiful grandchildren. Pastor Greg and Janet have been        

actively serving the community of Bentley since 1987 through the Bentley Community Church, 

and many community outreach programs such as; 

 

The Blessing Pantry 

School breakfast program 

Christian studies program at Bentley School 

Youth recreational evenings 

Neighbors meeting neighbors luncheons 

the Bentley Community Van Society 

and many local fundraising events 

 

To further his passion for the community Pastor Greg       

successfully ran for town council and sat as a councillor 

for 2 terms before withdrawing from local government. Pastor Greg continues his passion for  

community and economic development, working with local businesses and engaging new  

members of the community. 

 

Janet continues her love of floral design by working with In The Blooms, in Rimbey. 

 

 

 

Rosemarie Horne 

 
Rosemarie Horne, a Registered Music Teacher with her Bachelor's 

Degree in Piano Pedagogy was born in Calgary but has called Fort 

McMurray home for the past 22 years.  She is an active piano,      

history and theory teacher and has taught piano for nearly four    

decades.  She also accompanies various soloists and groups.   

 

Rosemarie is a passionate community member and has volunteered 

for many organizations raising funds and promoting ways to         

improve her community.  When not at the piano or out in the      

community you can find her pursuing various athletic endeavours 

from cross country skiing to golf to triathlon training. 

 

 
 

 







Join us for the first annual Ponoka Music Festival July 27th & 28th at   
Centennial Park Ponoka. This event is open to everyone! Bring the dogs, 
the kids, a picnic blanket and come enjoy some local artists perform for 
your listening pleasure!  
 
Stay tuned for future announcements of additional bands/performers as 
they confirm their attendance, there will be some great ones for sure!  
 
There will also be an assortment of vendors on site for the weekend.  
 
Cool off and enjoy the new Ponoka waterpark, for everyone's enjoyment. 
Let's hope for great weather!  
 
All proceeds from the event will be going to the Alberta Music Education 
Foundation to further music in our province! 
 
Confirmed Artists to date: 
 
Rebecca Raabis  
Jaret Edward Matthews 
Lacie Gallant 
Thomas Hutlet 
James Beaudry 
…..More to come!  

https://www.facebook.com/rebeccaraabis?directed_target_id=0
https://www.facebook.com/Jaret.E.J.Matthews?directed_target_id=0

